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“I go out of the room when I have finally I gotta do it I gotta do it. I go out in the living 
room. It’s baby steps.  And the bad part about it, taking these baby steps is.  I’m also a 
broadcaster, a newscaster.  I’ve done TV news.  I do volunteer work around Fayetteville.  I write.  
Okay. But it doesn’t make any difference because I’ve put my whole life on whole.  You don’t 
know what it’s like to have a feeling of depression come over you.  If you want a sample of it.  
Go in a hot room and then immediately stick your hand in the freezer.  That’s what it’s like.  Or 
cover your ears and then uncover them to a lot of sound.” 

 
“It’s something that hits you suddenly but it stays with you for awhile.  And trust me, no 

matter what pills they ever gave me, they did not work.  So, I found out I had to do things on my 
own.  There was a time in the 80s.  EE Smith has a reunion every Memorial Day.  We all get 
together.  No matter what grade.  Mother, father, sister, brother, grandparents meeting there.  
During one of these events, I was at a friend of mine’s house, the ladies were all in the kitchen.  
The men were all outside and in the living room and one of the ladies announced that she was 
about to have a late pregnancy and I said ‘you’re lucky.  At least you’re not sterilized.’  And 
everybody said what do you mean by that.  And I said I went over to so and so and so and so 
cleaned me out.   And everybody got quiet.  Come to find out once the kitchen door was closed 
and the lady of the house told her husband ‘don’t come in here.’  There were a lot of people in 
that room that had attended this wonderful upscale clinic that had had one child that had been 
intimidated by this same doctor.”   

 
“One woman was told, ‘your mother’s in the church.  She’s just going to die if you know.  

What you need to do is fix it so that this never happens again.’ 
 
Another woman was told, ‘you know your brother went to jail and that runs in the family. 

I can fix that. All you have to do is sign the paper.’Another girl was told, ‘you trying to go to 
work.  How can you work with a lot of kids?’ 
 

“It was pressure.  He used it.  He ruled it. He worked it.  He owned it and he got away 
with it.The bad part about it is through the years, a lot of these women are dead.  I live in 
Fayetteville, North Carolina and the other women have clearly told me they are not coming 
forward.  They are not going to be embarrassed.  They are not going to put their lives in focus or 
on television or on the Fayetteville Observer’s front page or in front of a group of people that 
they have never met. And you know what I told them, I see you when I get back because that’s 
exactly what I’m going to do.” 

 
“I don’t know if the gentleman is alive and I must quite frankly tell you that I’ve been 

warned twice.  I cannot say this.  But, I’m just loving saying it.  I don’t know if he’s alive today 
but ask me tomorrow.  Because from time to time, I do call him to check to make sure.  I mean 
after all.  If I can’t have a child, why should he not get a phone call? Sterilization is wrong on so 
many levels when it was done like this.  You just don’t do it.  We’re supposed to be civilized. 
We’re the United States for god’s sake. This was so wrong.  We are going to need health care.  
You just can’t imagine a lot of medical problems, mental, physical.  Teeth. I mean anything 
because you have taken a part of the body that produces hormones and destroyed it.”   

 


